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I REMEMBER 
THE EXACT MOMENT 


DIP you 
SEE THE SUN 
RISE THIS 
MORNING? 


IT WASN‘T 
THE TV SHOW. 
IT WAS... 


AND I WAS COMING TO 
TERMS WITH BEING A 


: Zod UTANT--HATED AND Aas 
z FEARED. 
I wAs 
| TERRIFIED OF 
< AN UNCERTAIN 
; FUTURE. 


M 
~~ 7p” ZZ 
: “BUT THERE WAS Ss Z 
SO MUCH LOVE a ae 
A 


| IN MY ARMS. MURDERED. 


IN THAT ROOM. 


“AND IN THAT 
DIFFERENT PLACES 
SUCH DIFFERENT gees 
WORE a THESE WERE MY 
FRIENPS..." 


NO MATTER WHERE WE WERE 
ALL FROM--NO MATTER OUR RACE 
OR RELIGION OR LANGUAGE OR Jil 
ANY OTHER THING=-We WERE _4| 
lf >— ° 
A 


| WE ACCEPTED N 
| EACH OTHER. WE WERE 
| CCEPTED BY EACH OTHER, 
qT NOT ONLY AS WHAT WE 
fii WERE, BLIT AS WHO : 
WE WERE. _—_ WE BELONGED 


cl THERE. WE COULD 
BELONG THERE. 


MY NAME IS 
ROBERTO DA COSTA, 
AND I AM A CITIZEN OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA. 


AND YOu 
CAN NEVER 
TAKE THAT AWAY 
FROM ME. 


WE CAN 
DO ANYTHING 
Now. 


--THE EMPIRE 
THAT NEVER 
ENDED-- 


ANY LIE CAN BE ACCEPTED 
AS TRUTH--ANY TRUTH CAN 
BE MADE INTO FICTION. 


LEGALITIES NO 
LONGER CONSTRAIN 
US. THERE IS NO CRIME 
THAT CANNOT BE 
FORGIVEN. NO 
CHECKS, NO 
BALANCES. 


THERE IS 


THIS IS 
DA COSTA By x ea 
A.LM. MISSIO: & f 
CONTROL-- ee SOPENAME’ GENERAL-- 
7 : THIS IS 
USE THE DANG Ws CITIZEN V. 
CODENAME! y, / 


| RARE 
N SSE 
REESE 


WE HAVE, ANP 
EVEN I CAN'T BELIEVE 
I’M SAYING THIS, A 
‘i --ABOUT TO 
PITCH HOLLYWOOD 
THE ULTIMATE 
DISASTER 


AND SO FAR, 
i CONVENTIONAL 
\ WEAPONS AREN’T 


SCRATCHING IT. 


; - 


NOW WOULD 
BE AN EXCELLENT 
TIME TO WHEEL 
OUT THE BIG GUY, 
GENERAL 
MAVERICK. 


TELL ME 
IT'S BEEN LONG 
ENOUGH-- 


SORRY, 

DA COSTA. THE 
SAFETY LOCK |S 
STILL ENGAGED 
FOR ANOTHER 
FOUR MINUTES. 


WELL, THAT'S fo (| SOMEONE Wi 
A PROBLEM 


7 GIVE ME 
GENERAL. BECAUSE A SOME GOOD 
WE HAVE A LITTLE : | NEWS... 

UNDER TWO. he) 


IT'S 
COMPLICATED. 
~ a 


MOVED TO J 
SEATTLE FROM IN THE LATE 
EIGHTIES, SHE MET 
MY PAD--A BRILLIANT 


MEDICAL RESEARCHER EVENTUALLY, 
THEY HAD ME. 


[\ CHINA IN THE 
. SEVENTIES. 


NAMED YINSEN. 


DAD KEPT IN TOLICH. ANYWAY, I GOT INTO VY MAYBE IT WAS 
MADE SURE WE TECH, PROGRAMMING, BECAUSE I WAS 
WERE OKAY, BLT I ENGINEERING. MAYBE AN ASIAN KID WITH 
NEVER...I NEVER IT WAS DAD'S A SINGLE MOM, 
TOLD HIM HOW I INFLUENCE. \ INTO GIRLS, AND 
FELT. ABOUT THE = PA HIGH SCHOOL 
DIVORCE, ABOUT | | WAS HELL. 
\ ANY OF IT. ' in 


AND 
THEN HE 
DIED SAVING 
TONY STARK’S 
LIFE. 


AND IN BETWEEN 


IGOTA i 
TURNS OUT... LE a SCHOLARSHIP = ‘ BUILDING GIANT 
I WAS / . TO CALTECH. ROBOTS AND TIME 
DID THREE PhD‘s, = z : MACHINES... 


GOOD. Z i \! 
7 \\ OVERLAPPING. 
E JOINED A.I.M. 
WHEN ROBERTO 
STARTED LOOKING 
FOR NON-EVIL 
PEOPLE. 


THE DESIGN’S KIND : 

OF STARK-Y--NO SO...YEAH! 
SURPRISE I THINK ABOUT I'M THE [RON 
HIS CAREER A LOT, PATRIOT 
CONSIDERING... Now. 


BUT THE 
INSIDES ARE 
MINE, ALL 


DEAL 
WITH IT OR 
DON'T, I 


"CAN I GET 
BACK TO 
WORK NOW?" (7 


RELAX, 
FEARLESS 
LEADER. 
GOOD NEWS 
COMING UP. 


ON AN 
APPROACH 
COURSE-- 
IMPACT IN 
TEN-- 


WHAT? YOU 
GONE CRAZY, 
PATRIOT? 


{ YOU GOT NO 
REAL WEAPONS 3} 

ON THAT RIG, 

GOLPARNIT! 


SV IT'S A GAT- 
DANGED 
PEACENIK 


you KNow \ TONY STARK. 


IMNOTA Ble I COULPN’T 
FAN OF GUNS, BHILD A CLN |. 
RIGHT2 IF I TRIED. 


} 


MICROSONICS, GAS 
PELLETS, STUN 
LASERS... 


Ky 


Bm SEE SOMETHING Ff 


‘) | OKAY, I’M IN 


POSITION. S 
EXTEND THE 3 a oe 
Oa FIELP OUTWARDS-- ; ee 
BRACE FOR IMPACT-~ a 
AND-- pel 


f --TELL 
| ME THAT’/S 
ENOUGH! 


vs 


DAMMIT--TOO 
MUCH MASS! I 
CAN SLOW IT DOWN, NEW E.T.A. IS 


BLIT IT’S NOT 
MAYBE SIX MINUTES-- 
STOPPING! _. ASSUMING THIS DOESN'T 
BURN OLIT MY ENERGY 
CELLS-- 


MORE POWER, COMPUTER! 

REDIRECT THE LAVA FLOW IF 

YOU HAVE TO! AND GET THE 
DRONES READY! 


I WANT ALL 
RESISTANCE 


IT 
MIGHT BE, 
TONI. 


LOOKS LIKE 
WE JUST GOT 
THE SIGNAL 
FROM AIKKU-- 
SHE fone 


WIPED FROM 


THE SKY! 


AND 
ERE, I AM...I 
TOO, WHO HELPED ME FEEL THAT 
WHEN I NEEDED HELP. I AM... 


By cay on 


WAY 
er I 4Z 
\} Hs 


-—s 


WHAT DID 
THAT _TH. 
DO T 


ING }o> 
Oo Us? 


rN Ye 

xe 

KEN 
CAS 


os \ Le as oe Bs: 
Mo oan} 


IW 


WORLD DOWN AND 
MAKE IT HOWIT ¥ 
SHOULD BE. 


, "KILL THEM 
ALL" 


| 
(7 


+ DOREEN/GREEN! 
THE WILD CARD. Yi 
Y 


GOING AFTER 
THE JETS! 


CANNONBALL-- 
SQUIRREL GIRL-- 


. NIGH- 
°# f |NVULNERABLE, 
{| — AND IMA 
GLORIFIED TAXI 
SERVICE-- 


Z ie 
WORKING 
ON THE FLYING 
Ss, THING, SAM. 


SO I'MA DUAL 
N CITIZEN. THAT'S 
Nh | POWERS OF AMERICAN ALSO POWERS 
\ ANP POWERS OF OF SQUIRREL AND 
CANADIAN. 


SO NEITHER 
SHOULD YOU, 
OKAY? 


Cle 
NG \ I’M HOLDING BACK 
“ A LITERAL MOUNTAIN, 
\ ROBERTO! POWER \ 
hid IN THE RED-- 


FORCE-FIELD’S 
OVERLOADING! 


| WE NEED 


Y IRON \ {ee Gace 
wf PATRIOT-- ‘ 
“status 


4 
SAF 
CK SWITCHES 
OFF IN FOUR-- 
THREE-- 
. TWO-- y 
if 
\S A | i 


- 
LO 


} 


“MEANWHILE, \\ 
S.H.I.E.L.D. HAS \\ 
A THING CALLED |p 


THE HULK 
PLUG-IN. 


APVANCED 
IDEA MECHANICS-- 
CRAZY SUPER-SCIENCE 
FOLKS, MOSTLY 
EVIL, WORK 
FOR THE BAD 


THEY GO 
CORPORATE-- 
BAD MOVE. 
ROBERTO DA COSTA, 
BILLIONAIRE MUTANT, 
BUYS THEM OUT. 


DUST SETTLES--U.S. 
NEEDS A STRONG 
S.H.1.E.L.D., BUT 

S.H.ILE.L.D. LOOKS 

WEAK--MEANWHILE, 
\ ALILM. JUST SAVED 
\. THE PRESIDENT. 


NY “SO WHAT 
Now? 


a 


A.|.M. IRONS 
OUT THE BUGS. 


LY SAILS THE EVIL 
7 Guys, KEEPS THE 
| NOT-EVIL Guys, 
MAKES THEM MAD- 
SCIENCE FOR THE 
GOOD Guys. 


CALLS IT 
"AVENGERS IDEA 
MECHANICS." 


AMERICA 
DOESN'T LIKE IT. 
I DON'T LIKE IT. 

S. 


H.1.E.L.D. 
DOESN'T LIKE IT. 
I DON'T LIKE 
S.H.LE.L.D. 
EITHER. 


aN 


ANSWER: A.I.M. 
MAD-SCIENCES 
FOR S.H./.E.L.D.-- 
Q BRANCH MEETS 
MISSION: 
IMPOSSIBLE. 
"AMERICAN 
INTELLIGENCE 
MECHANICS." 


BEST OF 
BOTH WORLDS. 
HI-FI SPY-FI, 
HANDLING THE 

BIG CRAZY. 


WITH ME 
ON HAND TO 
LOOK OUT 
FOR LINCLE 

SUGAR. 


AND THUS--FOR 
ONE HOUR EVERY 
DAY AND A HALF OR 


--ONE DEEPLY 
FORTUNATE INDIVIDUAL 
GETS TOGO FULL JZ 
HULK. 


LOOKS AROUND FOR 
ice” .. THAT ONE PeRrEct 
oy GENETIC PROFILE 
° TO PLUG IT INTO. 


HHRRRH. 
NEED TO 
WORK ON THAT 
CATCHPHRASE. 


= rep ~% 
(HULK TO ALL 
POINTS-- 


Vi 
IT OR LOSE 
IT 


HEY, WHAT'S 
HE GONNA DO 
FOR THE OTHER 
FIFTY-NINE 
MINUTES? 


AND ALL 
STANDING 
TOGETHER 
AGAINST 
HATE AND 
FEAR. 


| THE HEART. 
| THE HEAR! 


I WAS BORN IN 
CAMERON COUNTY, 
KENTUCKY, ELDEST 

OF A BIG FAMILY. 


MY DADDY 
WORKED INA 
MINE TO PUT 

FOOP ON OUR 


TABLE, AND THAT'S 


WHAT KILLED HIM. 
BLACK LUNG, 
FROM COAL 


I WAS 
SIXTEEN. 


CEPT I 
WAS A MUTANT, 
SO I DIDN'T. 


XAVIER. 


THE PROFESSOR'S 
DEAD NOW. AND 
PART OF ME WONDERS 
WHAT HE'D MAKE 
OF THESE TIMES. 


WHEN HATE 
AND FEAR ARE 
ALL AROUND Us. 
WHEN THE 
POWERFLIL ARE 
SELLIN’ "US 
AGAINST THEM," 
AND FOLKS ARE 


THAT WAS 
MY AMERICAN 
DREAM. MY 
FUTURE. 


THERE WAS 
FAMILY TO 
FEED, AND I 
HAD TO STEP 
UP INTO MY 
DADDY'S SHOES 
AND FEED 
‘EM, 


Y _ THE MINE 
COLLAPSED, 
THAT FIRST DAY. 


I WOULD'VE 
DIED TOO... 


CHARLES HAD AN 
AMERICAN DREAM 
OF HIS OWN. 


MAYBE HE'D 

SAY WHAT MY 

DADDY USED 
TO. 


A DREAM OF 
PEOPLE. ALL KINDS, 
ALL CREEDS, ALL THE 

DIFFERENT WAYS 


FOLK CAN BE. aii witH THEIR 
Wl OWN BATTLES 
TO FIGHT, THAT 
NO ONE ELSE 
SEES OR 


THAT WHEN WE 
TREAT FOLKS 
LIKE THEY AIN'T 
HUMAN, WE KILL 
WHAT'S HUMAN IN 
OURSELVES. 


HE'D SAY 
THERE [3 NO 
"THEM" TO 


WN IN THE Us 
AVENGERS. J 
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HH =I MEAN THE WHOLE 
BIT. ALL THE FLAGS, | 
ALL THE HOO-RAH... | 

|| 


\. U.S. AVENGERS". 


: IT'S LUKE CAGE’S 
FLAG. MS. MARVEL’S 
FLAG. BEN GRIMM‘S 

: FLAG. 


WE BELONG 
IS OUR FLAG. 
WE CAN'T 


LET ANYONE 
TAKE IT 


_ ; N\ I) | 
} i) Cw \ i 
en 


THESE TO- 
CAMERA PIECES, 
YOU MEAN? THEY'RE 


HOPEFULLY, 
THEY CAN 
CONVINCE THE 


AND FOR ALL THAT THIS 
COUNTRY MAY HATE US, 
OR FEA ee OR HURT 


--I HAVE 
TO BELIEVE 
WE CAN FIGHT 
3 OR IT. 


you 
PLANNED THAT, 
RIGHT? 


I HAVE 
TO BELIEVE 
IN...IN... 


ROBERTO 
DA COSTA! 


AMERICA 
DOESN'T 
EXIST. 


IT NEVER 
EXISTED. 


YOU KNOW 
THERE'S NO 
COUNTRY UNDER 
YOUR FEET. 
JUST DIRT. 


NO GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES. 
NO RULES. 


THAT'S WHY 
YOU'RE HERE. 
WHY YOU CAME , 


YOU THINK 
THEY BELIEVE 
IN RULES? 
BS IP ON THEIR 
PODILMS? 


iN 


cS 1 4 
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SO THE CORRUPT 
MAN IS THE SMART 
MAN. THE HONEST 
. MAN. 


A 


THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
GOLDEN RULE J 
IN THIS 


Wh Ke 


©) 


CORRUPT. 
eas 


A. 


A 


WELCOME TO THE 
SKULLOCRACY. 
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